New alliance gets grant to study local rivers
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The recently formed
Mousam and Kennebunk
Rivers Alliance, an
initiative supported by
Maine Rivers and the Wells
Reserve, announced it has
received a grant from the
John Sage Foundation for
water quality testing on the
Mousam River.
The goal of Maine Rivers
is to protect, restore and
enhance the ecological
health of Maine’s river
systems. Locally, the
alliance’s water testing
effort will be part of that
effort.
“Our community is
recognizing the significance
of the Mousam River,”
alliance spokesman RJ
Mere said. “The river is
important to the local
economy, and it also imparts
a sense of quality of place.
People are now taking steps
to improve water quality,
to restore the fishery and
aquatic ecosystem, and
protect habitat.”
The grant will help
collect baseline data for the
Mousam River on bacterial
contamination. As part
of a monitoring program,
volunteers will take water
samples at sites on the
bacterial levels.”
The alliance is also
embarking on a fisheries
assessment project for the
Mousam River, with a focus
on fish population. A goal is
to accurately assess searun
fish populations.
Historically, the
Mousam River supported
populations of numerous
species of diadromous fish
that travel between salt
and fresh water.
Recently, observers have
noted Atlantic salmon,
American shad, American
eel, alewives, blueback
fisheries for striped bass,
shad, and salmon in
the lower river, and as
recently as the late 1980s
commercial fishermen
harvested alewives and
blueback herring in the
lower Mousam.
Burrows points out that
today most of species are
blocked from their historic
habitat due to impassable
dams. “This lack of fish
passage and free-flowing
habitat makes the Mousam
unique among Maine’s
rivers, but not in a good
way.”
Mousam River, as well as
the nearby Kennebunk
River.
The samples will be
evaluated at an accredited
water-testing laboratory,
with data entered into a
spreadsheet provided by
the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection.
“Very little is known
about the water quality
in the Mousam River,”
Maine Rivers spokesman
John Burrows said. “This
testing will help us assess
important criteria such
as dissolved oxygen and
herring, rainbow smelt,
tomcod, and sea-run brook
trout in the Mousam.
These sea-run fish play
an important role in
freshwater, estuarine, and
marine food webs and in
maintaining the health and
vitality of these ecosystems.
The river also provides a
forage base for birds and
other wildlife.
Many of these species
have played significant roles
in the economic, cultural,
and recreational heritage
of Maine. There were
once valuable commercial
fisheries for striped bass,
shad, and salmon in
the lower river, and as
recently as the late 1980s
commercial fishermen
harvested alewives and
blueback herring in the
lower Mousam.
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